
We are excited to be developing The Featherby Explorers, our enrichment programme at Featherby.
Our aim is simple: to ensure every child has opportunities to broaden their horizons, discover new
interests, build confidence and develop important skills for life.

Being a Featherby Explorer will mean taking part in a wide range of experiences:

Community – School Council, Eco Council and community litter picking.
Create & Culture – theatre trips, museum visits, art gallery experiences and 
opportunities to experience the arts.
Adventure & Nature – outdoor learning, exploring nature, residential trips and opportunities to
build independence and resilience.
Active – sporting events, competitions, new physical activities and opportunities to become Play
Leaders.
Life & Future – leadership, teamwork, responsibility and experiences that help prepare our
children for their futures.

And this is just the beginning! We want our children to have opportunities to try new things, visit
new places, discover their talents and develop interests that may stay with them for life.
At the heart of The Featherby Explorers is our school vision:
“Learning together to inspire minds through inclusive and creative practice – aspirations are high for
all.”  Through The Featherby Explorers, we want every child to discover what excites and inspires
them, develop the confidence to embrace new experiences and begin to see the possibilities that lie
ahead. By opening doors to new opportunities, we can help our children create lasting memories,
develop important life skills and build high aspirations for themselves and their futures.
We also want The Featherby Explorers to be something we develop together with our wider
community. By working with local organisations, businesses, clubs and individuals, we can open up
even more opportunities for our children and help them discover experiences, interests and talents
beyond the classroom.
As part of this, we want to make sure we offer a fantastic range of activities that will inspire all
children and reflect their different interests and talents. We are therefore currently looking for
outside companies who would be interested in coming into school to offer after-school drama,
singing and dancing clubs.
If you know of a company or organisation that offers these types of activities, we would really
appreciate you sharing their details with us via admin@fpsmat.org, or encouraging them to get in
touch with us directly.
We’d love to hear from them and work together to create even more exciting opportunities for our
children!
Explore • Experience • Discover • Grow
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First group of clubs - expression of interest form 

landing in inbox on Sunday @ 7pm

Following on from our launch of Featherby Explorers, the first group of activities on offer

will go live on Sunday evening at 7pm.  They will be a group of first-come, first-served

activities and clubs, run by Featherby staff after school in the coming weeks.  We would

suggest keeping an eye on your inbox and letting us know your child is interested.
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https://pbs.twimg.com/media/GuPDnu_WcAAeuah?format=jpg&name=small
https://tse3.mm.bing.net/th/id/OIP.rjzbV_XLcr7u0WyFa8GFCgHaHa?r=0&rs=1&pid=ImgDetMain&o=7&rm=3


Wear a Splash of Red Day - Friday 16th October

On Friday 16th October we will be joining with other schools around the country to ‘Show
Racism the Red Card’ - as we say loudly and clearly that racism has no place in our society.

So we will:

Wear RED as a sign of solidarity.

Wear RED as a sign of resistance.

Wear RED as a sign of allyship.

Children should wear their school uniform with a splash of red on that day.  For example It

could be red socks, red headband/ribbon, red shoes or scarf. 
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Have you done your local

trips consent yet?

If not please go to:

MyChildAtSchool

Parental Consents

and update “2026/27 local trips”
 

Although we would always advise

parents in advance about local

trips (eg to the library), we ask

parents to consider granting local

trip consent in advance. 

https://forms.gle/Yo8Zv1gG8AsXudoe7


What is Safeguarding?

Safeguarding is about protecting children from harm and promoting their welfare. This includes
providing help and support when problems emerge, protecting children from abuse, neglect and
exploitation, supporting their physical and mental health and development, and taking action to help
children achieve the best possible outcomes.

Our Safeguarding Team works with children, families, school staff and, where necessary, other
professionals to make sure children receive the right help at the right time.

Safeguarding and Behaviour – What’s the Difference?

We understand that when something happens involving your child, it can be worrying. However, not
every behaviour incident is a safeguarding concern.

Behaviour concerns may include:
not following school rules or expectations
disruption in lessons
disagreements or friendship difficulties
inappropriate language
isolated incidents of unkind behaviour
consequences relating to the school’s behaviour policy

These matters are normally managed through the school’s Behaviour Policy and pastoral systems.

Safeguarding concerns arise when there is a concern that a child may need help or protection from
harm. This could include concerns relating to:

physical, emotional or sexual abuse
neglect
exploitation
harmful or abusive behaviour between children
online harm
domestic abuse
significant concerns about a child’s safety or welfare

When Behaviour Becomes a Safeguarding Concern

Sometimes behaviour can be an indicator of a safeguarding concern, or an incident that initially
appears to be a behaviour matter may involve safeguarding.

For example, repeated or significant harmful behaviour between children, sexual harassment or
sexual violence, exploitation, or behaviour that suggests a child may be experiencing harm will be
considered through the school’s safeguarding procedures.

Where this happens, the Safeguarding Team will consider the information available and decide what
action is needed in the best interests of the child.

This means that two incidents which may appear similar can sometimes be managed differently
because the circumstances, level of risk and needs of the children involved are different.
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What does the Safeguarding Team do?

The Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) and Safeguarding Team:
receive and assess concerns about children’s safety and welfare;
listen to children and ensure their concerns are taken seriously;
identify when a child may need additional help or protection;
support staff to respond appropriately to safeguarding concerns;
maintain appropriate safeguarding records; and
work with Children’s Social Care, health services, the police and other agencies when this is
necessary to support or protect a child.

The Safeguarding Team does not replace the school’s behaviour system. Behaviour incidents will
continue to be managed in line with the school’s Behaviour Policy unless there is a safeguarding
concern that requires additional action.

Who should I contact?

If your concern is about behaviour or a school rule:
Please contact the class teacher in the first instance

If you are worried that a child may be at risk
of harm or needs safeguarding support:
Please contact the school’s Safeguarding team.

CCoonntt’’ddCont’d

Flu Vaccines for Reception to Year 6

It’s the last chance to sign your child up for
the flu vaccine programme (nasal spray) for

Reception to Year 6 parents. 

If you wish your child to have the nasal spray

flu vaccine in school when the nurses visit

next Friday then please go to:

https://www.kentimmunisations.co.uk/

and use the following codes:

Rec to Year 2 = KT145042

Year 3 to Year 6 = KT144969

https://forms.gle/Yo8Zv1gG8AsXudoe7
https://www.kentimmunisations.co.uk/
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YYeeaarr  11  Year 1 Harvest Celebration - Year 1 parents, you’re invited!
Thursday 15  October @ 2.30pmth

Year 1 children will be leading on a special Harvest celebration and we would love to see you

all there.  We will asking parents to send in their food donations the week before for our

Harvest display, and all donations will be shared with Featherby Families in care packages as

part of our in-school food bank programme.  We will remind you the week before but if you’re
shopping this week and want to pick something up, the type of donations we’d really appreciate
would include:  cereal, sugar, tinned vegetables, baked beans, pasta, toothpaste, toothbrushes,

washing powder/tabs/liquid, shampoo/conditioner, dry pasta and sauce packets, noodles and

pasta sauces (jars/tins).

As ever, we are always amazed by the generosity of our 

parents so thank you in advance. 

Save the date and we’ll see you at our Harvest celebration!

Toucan Class reward - Mon 5  Octoberth

As Toucan class have worked together and have already accumulated enough class tokens for

their chosen reward, they can come into school on Monday wearing the pajamas and bring a

(small) teddy too.  
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To
ucan Class

https://forms.gle/Yo8Zv1gG8AsXudoe7
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Invoices to support UC Claims

If you need invoices to support your Universal Credit claims for the wraparound sessions paid

for, we are always happy to help. We would ask that you let us know a few days before you

need it, so we can ensure you get it in time (as we’re not always able to produce them at

short notice. Thank you for your understanding.

WWrraappaarroouunndd
Wraparound

Meet Rupert, our Dog Mentor

We’re excited to let you know that Rupert has graduated his training and

can’t wait to spend time in school. He’s here to calm children when they feel

they can’t yet express how they feel, celebrate great work that the

children are proud of and be a friend when needed. Key staff are also

receiving training on how to support Rupert in his work and we know that the

children will benefit from him being in school. If you see him on the gate, be

sure to give him a Featherby welcome (he loves a fuss!)
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Can you help us fundraise with Cashback

We’ve registered for a great scheme which enables school to raise valuable funds via ‘cashback’
to spend on enrichment for the children.  Parents can register via:  EasyFundraising

and when you then purchase items online with hundreds of retailers (from supermarkets to

Amazon) the school earns cashback. We would be so grateful if you could help and we’ll keep you
posted on our progress. As ever, thank you.

WWHHOOLLEE  SSCCHHOOOOLL
WHOLE SCHOOL

https://forms.gle/Yo8Zv1gG8AsXudoe7
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/featherby-schools-gillingham-kent-me8-6bt/


WWhhoollee  SScchhoooollWhole School School Events
Events in Red = Events when parents in certain year groups come in to join us (dates for your diary)

Events in Blue = Events happening in school for the children, that doesn’t involve parents coming in

https://forms.gle/Yo8Zv1gG8AsXudoe7


WWhhoollee  SScchhoooollWhole School School Events (Continued)
Events in Red = Events when parents in certain year groups come in to join us (dates for your diary)

Events in Blue = Events happening in school for the children, that doesn’t involve parents coming in

https://forms.gle/Yo8Zv1gG8AsXudoe7


WWhhoolleeWhole

SScchhoooollSchoolSpecial MentionsSpecial Mentions    Special Mentions  

Attendance WinnersAttendance Winners    Attendance Winners  

Class Weekly winners

Juniors

Skylark - 98.75%

 

Infants

Kingfisher 98.52%

Individual 100% - winners of the

assembly weekly draw 

Year 1 -Frankie-Rae Capon

Year 2 - Noah Mason 

Year 3 - - Ihan Anu V

Year 4 - Zachary M

Year 5 - Harry A

Year 6 - Phoebe W

https://waiver.roller.app/soartrampolinepark/home
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